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Box No. I Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on 

H the International application in the language in which it was filed 

□ a translation of the International application into , which is the language 
of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4(a)) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2(a) and/or 55.3(a)) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

3-6 as originally filed 

"I » 2, 2a received on 22.03.2006 with letter of 20.03.2006 
Ciaims, Numbers 

1-15 received on 22.03.2006 with letter of 20.03.2006 
Drawings, Sheets 

1/3-3/3 as originally filed 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If Item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No, V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: Claims 1-15 
No; Claims 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



1-15 



Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



1-15 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 



Box No. VII Certain defects in the international application 

Tlie following defects in the form or contents of tfie international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 



Box No. Vill Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 

see separate sheet 
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International application No. 
PCT/US2005/012197 



1. GB 406 51 1 A (KENNETH JAMES MARDON) 1 March 1934 (1934-03-01) is 
considered as representing the closest prior art. 

1.1 The subject matter of claim 1 differs from this prior art in that each reinforcing panel 
76,96 is hinged to at least one adjacent reinforcing panel, 

1 .2 None of the available prior art citations discloses or renders obvious this feature. 
Consequently the subject-matter of claim 1 meets the requirements of Articles 33(2) 
and 33(3) PCT. 

2. Independent claim 10 defines a blank for forming a carton according to claim 1 and, 
thus, also meets the requirements of Articles 33(2) and 33(3) PCT. 

2.1 Dependent claims 2 to 9 and 11-15 concern modifications of the inventive idea 

embodied in claims 1 and 10 and, thus, also meet the requirements of Articles 33(2) 
and 33(3) PCT. 

Part VII: 

1 . To meet the requirements of Rule 6.3(b) PCT the independent claims should be 
properly cast in the two part form, with those features which in combination are part 
of the prior art (see document D1) being placed in the preamble. 

Part VIIL 

1 . The application does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT because Claim 15 is 
not clear. Claim 15 completely fails to define any features of the blank itself and, thus, 
lacks clarity, - Art. 6 PCT. 

2. According to Rule 6.4(c) PCT the dependent claims shall be grouped together. This 
requirement has not been met for claims 13 and 14. 
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2.1 Dependent claim 12 should refer back to claim 1 1 only. 
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CARTON AND CARTON BLANK WrTM KEINFORCED TOP 

B ockground of the Invcn jion 
The pvosiixM invention rclaics lo a carton lor coruaining a plurality of j;iniiirir articles, 
Kuch n« boxtlos ami a nicans for relaining the boLiles within the carton and hi pyrUcuiar 
in a means oracccHsing ihc articies. 



10 



C^oilOTXS' for encasing multiple articles are u«ofv] for cnabihig consumers to obtain i^nd 
rrna<ijX)rt a cbsired quantity a!" individtuU articic« .such as boW drinks or ather 
beverages. Such cartons nt?ed To be strong enough to support multiple articles, 
espccinHy if the articles arc bottlc.i>. ll is also desirable for such cjn-fons to be easy to' 
handle «nd portable. 



15 



h often desirable lor the articleK contained within the carton lo be diapbyed and also 
for the uarlon lo have large areas which can be printed vviili advcriising graphics, ll is 
also ofreji dcsirablt; for the ajlicles to be easily acec^^sible and it is also prefcrnblc for 
the CirtlelcK u> be .secured in place within the carton, c?;peciany if the nrticies are 
fnigiJe, for example glass bottles. It is however undesirable for articles to be accesi^ed 
too easily, ibt example^ before being purchased. 



20 It i.s also desirable to have i\ carton which after the contents i)f the articleK have been 
consumed can be used lo return the empty articlei; to a recycling point, 



25 



The presenJ i.nvcniion seeks to provide a means for displaying t!ic articles or a portion- 
oflhe articles in combination with an ncccs,^ moans for removal of the articles where 
Ihc access means Icavei^ the carton with sulTieient inle?-»nty Jbr replacement of articles 
for the purpose ol' returning lo a recycrmg point. 
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GB 406,511 10 Mardon discloses a packing case having a diaphragm comprising 
circular holes in registry with articies placed within the case. CM 93304 lo Perret 
dischxsed a one piece container having apertures hi a top panel for receiving articles. 
WO 200.3/070580 lo Biin discloses a one piece carton having an integral scries of top 
closure panels which interlock to secure the top closure panels in place. 
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According lo a first aspect on tho i n von t ion there is provided a carton cou>pn«ing Iwo 
pieces; Ji first piece comprising, a series of wall panels forming an opci^ top conlainer 
and a second piece fornaintj a separate lop closure, the upper peripheiy of the open top 
container being reinforced by a scries or integral reinforcing panels hinged around the 
• 6 upper periphery of the vvall panels, wherein each reinlbreing panel !s disposed in 
overiappinii relationships with a separate one of the wail panels of the open top 
coniainen and wherein each reinforcing panel b hhiged to at least one adjacent 
reinforcing pancL 

10 Preferably ihc top closure i.s at" an c!evat?on below the upper edge of U>e open lop 
container whcilt (hc carton is in use. . 

Preferobty the top ch).stire is <A m elevation substantially equal to thot of a lower 
extremity of the reinforcing panels when the carton is in yse. 

1S 

Preferably tlic open top container cojnprises at least one reinforced handle aperture 
Ktmclc from at least one of the reinforcing panels, and wherein the handle apertures are^ 
located at an elevation above the top closure. 

20 Preferably the top closure comprises apertures for receiving articles or portions 
IhcreoH and wherein each aperture has a frangible connection with at least one other 
aperture to facilitate removal of the articles. 

Preferably upon removal of the articles, the coilon rctoins lijufJlcicnt struclurut 
25 integrity such that the carton can be re-used for returning empty articles. 

Preferably l:he upper periphery of the reinforcing panels are hingcdly connected io the 
"open top contahicr entirely along the upper edge ofthc open top container* 

30 Preferably at least one of ihe ri^inforcSng panels is hingcdly connected at opposed side 
edges Ihcreof to adjacent reinforcing panels. 
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Prelerabiy Lhe (op closure comprises tit least one end flap hingedly conncclcd UK-rcto, 
iho. fit. Ictisl ona end llap is iblded do\vnwn.rd to lie in the piano of the oiio . 

rcinrorcni*; p^inel lo tivoid covoring the handle aperture, 

5 Accordinj:? to i\ .second aspect of the invention there is provided a two pari Wank for 
IbrrHing a carton compj'ifiing nvo pieces, a first jiiecc comprising a scries of wall 
panels ibrming an open top container and a second piece (bmung a separate top 
closure, die upper periphery of tlie opeJi tofj conJainer beting reinforced by a scries of 
lntc\^UV]j rcirilbroing panels hinged around the upper periphery of the wall pane!:^. 
'10 wherein each reinforcing pane! is disposed in overlapping relationships with a 
separate one of xUq wall panels of the open top container, and wherein each 
reinibrcing panel is hinged to at least one adjacent reinforcing panel. 

Prelerably, (.he (op panel, comprises apertures for receiving Jiriicles or poitions thereof 
15 wherein each aperture has a frangible connection with at feast one other aperture io 
facllilaic removal oi'thc articles. 

l^reierably. the ilrst part comprises at least one reinforced handle apcmirc struck from 
at least one of the reinforcing panels. 
20 - 

Preierably a hinged connection between a pair of reinforcing panels comprises a 
portion which partially separates the reinforcing panels lo faeiJitatc . folding of the 
reinforcing panels. 

25 l^-elbrably, the separate top closure comprises a main panel and a plurality oi' flaps 
hinged round the periplicry wherein a pair of oppositely disposed Haps are folded 
upwardly from the nuun panel and second pah' oT oppositely disposed Daps adjaeeiit 
lo the iirst pair are folded downwardly ol'the main paneh 
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I . A cilrton comprising two pieces, « first piotx- comprising a .scries of wdl put.cls 
lormiJig an open top Conlaincr (10) itnd a second piuu; Ibrming « scparale lop closufe 
(20), tlic upper pi,:r|phcr.v (66, 68) ofibv open ^op container bcii»g rcinrorccd by a series 
nlMnicgrfil reinforcing pnnels (76. 96) liingcO around upper periphery ((,6. ,68) oflh^ 
wall panels, wherein oacli rcinfbroing panel (96) is dis|x>.sed in overiupping i-elationships 
wtih a sepnraie one ol' the wall panels (16) of {lie open lop conroincr; and wherein each 
reiulbrcing pftnei is hinged lo ai least one adjacent reinforcing panel. 

2. A carton according to cl«in) 1 wherein the lop closure is al an cicvatKm below (he 
upper edge ofihc open top container when the earlon is in use. 

3. A carton oceording ro ,iny one of claims 1 or 2 wherein tiic lop closure is at an 
elevation subsianlially equal lo that of a lower extremity .of iJie reinforcing panei.s when 
the earlon is in use. 



mer 



4. A canon According to nny one of claims I to ?^ wherein the open top conra 
comprises al least one reinforced handle aperture struck from at least one of the 
reinforcing panels, aiul wherein the handle apertures are located at an elevation .'ibove the 
top closure. 

5, A canon according to any one nf daim.s i lo 4 wherein the top etosure comprises 
iiportln-es tor receiving articles or portions thereof, and wherein each apenutc iui.s a 
fninglble connection with ai least one other aperture f,o facilitate removal of the articles. 

(J. A carton according to any one of claims I to 5 whereijt upon remov.il of the 
arlicle«, the carton retains .sufficient struclurai imegrily such Uial Ihc cart.oii can be re- 
used for reluniijig empty articles. 
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7. A carton according to claim I whcrohi ihc upper pcripheiy of Ihe reinlbrch^g 
panels are hingcdly connected io the open top container tjnlirely along the upper £idge 
of the open top contai ner,, 

5 8.. A carton iKCording lo ckiim 8 wherein fit Icfi-st one oribc rointbroing panels is 
hiiij^edly connected at: opposed ^idc edges thereof lo adjacent rciiiJbrcing pancLs. 

9. A carton nccording to claim 8 wherein ihc top cUxsui-c comprises at leaKi one 
end flnp liingcdly connected tlieroto, the at kuist one end flap \h Folded downward to 
10 lie in (he plane ol' the at lea«l one reinforcing panel to avoid covering the handle 
aperturoa 

10. A two pan blank for forming a carton compriising two pieces, a fn-st piece 
comprising a .series ol' wall panels fonning an open top container (10 and a second 

15 piece fornttng a ^feparate lop clostU'C {20). the upper periphery (66, 68) of the open top 
container being reinforced by a series of integral reinforcing panels (76, 06 hinged 
amund ihc upper peripheiy (66, 6iS) of the wall panels, wherein, each reinforcing panel 
(96) ii! disposed in ovcrlappii^g relationKhipi^ witli a yepanate one of the wall pancLs 
(16) of the open top contaitiier, and wherein each reinforcing pane) h hinged to at Feast 

20 one adjacent reinforcing panel. 

It'. A blank according to claim 1 1 wherein the ti^p panel comprises apertures for 
receiving article.''; or portions thereof, wherein each aperture l^^as a frangible 
connection with at least one other apeiiure lo facilitaic removal of the arliclew. 

26 

12. A blank according to any one of claiaiis 11 or 12 wherein the lirKt part 
conij'jr'iscs at leawt one reinibrced hatidle aperture struck Irom at least one of the 
roinfarcijig panels, 

Iwl. A Ci=irton according to claim 1 wherein, a liingcd conneelion between a pair of 
30 rciniorcinu: panels comprisCJii a portion which partially separates^ the rcu^lforeing paneb 
to laeililate folding of the reinforcing paneln. 
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M. A carton accorditiy to olaiJii I wherein the .sepnratc tap cloitiirc comprises ;i main 
pnncl and ri phintiily of Haps [unycd round the periphery wherein ix pair of Oppositely 
disposed ilnps arc Iblded upwordiy from (he main panel and second pair oJ' oppositely 
disposed llups adjacent to tl»e lirsi pair ace foided downwardly ofthe main panel. 

! 5. A hUink lo I'orm a carton according to any one oi" claimii I to ! 0 or 1 4 or 1 5 . ' 
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